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WAUKESHA AREA SYMPHONIC BAND TO PERFORM HOLIDAY MUSIC
WAUKESHA, WI…………………..The Waukesha Area Symphonic Band will present its annual holiday concert, “Holiday Music”, on Friday, December 9th at 7:30 p.m. at Shattuck Auditorium on the Carroll University campus, 218 N. East Avenue, Waukesha.

Who can resist the majestic sound of brass playing holiday music? How about some jazzy woodwinds? What’s the holiday season without Sleigh Ride, or Silent Night?  And this arrangement of Silent Night, by Music Director Rick Kirby, has become a tradition on this concert. Members of the band will have fun and so will you at this holiday concert. The performance, under the direction of Rick Kirby, will feature holiday music performed by smaller ensembles from the band, as well as the full band. 

Admission to this concert is $5 and/or free with a donation of 5 non-perishable foods items that will be donated to the Food Pantry of Waukesha County.  Examples of especially needed items include peanut butter, canned chili, stews and meats, canned vegetables, pastas, rice and soups.

Music Director Rick Kirby is a music educator and composer. Among his teaching assignments, Mr. Kirby spent twenty years in the New Berlin and Waukesha School districts. He retired from Waukesha West High School in 2001 to pursue a full time career as a composer and arranger. Kirby is the Wisconsin Educators Association 2002 recipient of the Distinguished Service Award, given to music educators for lifelong meritorious service, excellence and dedication to music education in Wisconsin.  
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He was also selected the Phi Beta Mu Outstanding Band Director for 2007.  Along with his composing, Mr. Kirby is the Director of the Carroll University Jazz Ensemble and Associate Director of the Youth Wind Orchestra of Wisconsin. 

The Waukesha Area Symphonic Band (WASB) is an ensemble of musicians dedicated to enriching the community’s cultural life through performances of outstanding wind music at the highest artistic level.  WASB is celebrating 35 seasons of providing opportunities for adult musicians to continue their involvement with instrumental music. Each spring, WASB presents Waukesha Works for People (WWFP), providing social benefits to the community through charitable concerts.  Since 2005, WASB has held a concerto competition for high school age wind players. The winner receives a cash award and the opportunity to solo with the Band at its Spring Concert.  WASB also sponsors The Young Person’s Guide to the Concert Band, with generous grants from the Waukesha County Community Foundation and Arts Waukesha. This program for students of the Waukesha School District, offers an introduction to band instruments and their sound and is meant to supplement the work of the existing school music programs.  WASB rehearses weekly throughout the school year and performs three concerts each year in Shattuck Auditorium on the Carroll University campus.  Membership in WASB is open to adult wind and percussion players by audition or conductor invitation. The Symphonic Band has recorded two compact discs, The Coming Glory of the Light: Wind Music of Waukesha Composers, and Celebration. 
Tickets for the December 9th concert are $5 and/or free with a donation of 5 non-perishable foods items that will be donated to the Food Pantry of Waukesha County. All admission transactions may take place in the Shattuck Auditorium lobby on the evening of the concert.  

-END-
For Further Information, Contact,

      Nancy Herro, 262/370-6129 or nancyherro@sbcglobal.net 
